
STATE OF LOUISIANA  

Resilient Louisiana Commission  

Transportation and 
Infrastructure Task Force 

NOTICE & AGENDA 

MEETING 

Friday May 1, 2020, 9:00 AM 

This meeting will be available via Zoom and members of the public are encouraged 
to provide comments to TandITaskForce@la.gov and/or the Zoom chat function. 

Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/95251982738?pwd=TlhBSWVKeXBSMmN3ZzFESlVQYkhzZz09 

Meeting ID: 952-5198-2738 
Password: 018022 
By teleconference: 216.706.7005; 866.434.5269 (US Toll Free) 
Teleconference code: 771303 

Please place your phone on mute to ensure there is minimal feedback  

when all phone lines have to be opened during the call. 

Convening of Meeting 

Roll Call 

I. Purpose & Overview of the Resilient Louisiana Commission

II. Explanation of the structure, why were you selected?

III. Preliminary discussion of Impacts of COVID‐19 to the states infrastructure

a. Financial Overview

b. Operational

c. Construction

d. Building better and stronger to facilitate economic prosperity

e. Modal specifics

i. Active Transportation

ii. Aviation

iii. Transit

iv. Rail

1. Industrial

2. Commuter

v. Maritime

vi. Surface

IV. Future Federal response

V. Path Forward discussion

VI. Public Comment

VII. Adjourn



RESOURCE ATTACHMENTS: 

• AASHTO Letter

• NGA Letter

• Louisiana DOTD Letter

• ENR Article 



CERTIFICATION	OF	INABILITY	TO	OPERATE	DUE	TO	LACK	OF	QUORUM	

In accordance with Executive Proclamation JBE 2020-41, issued by Governor John Bel Edwards on 
April 2, 2020, the Resilient Louisiana Commission (“RLC”) is providing for attendance at essential 
commission and task force meetings via teleconference or video conference as allowed during the 
pendency of the COVID-19 health emergency. Pursuant to Section 4 of JBE 2020-41, the RLC 
Transportation and Infrastructure Task Force will provide attendance for the 9:00AM meeting on 
Friday, May 1, 2020 via Zoom and in a manner that allows for observation and input by members of 
the public, as set forth in the Notice posted on April 30, 2020. The Transportation and Infrastructure 
Task Force is unable to operate in person in order to establish quorum as doing so may result in 
violating Governor Edwards’ order that all public gatherings of 10 or more people be suspended or 
postponed. 

Secretary Don Pierson
RLC Co-Chair



 

 

April 6, 2020 
 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker, United States House of Representatives 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell, Majority Leader, United States Senate 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy, Republican Leader, United States House of Representatives 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer, Democratic Leader, United States Senate 

 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy, and Leader Schumer: 

 

As the organization representing all 50 state departments of transportation (state DOTs), the 

District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, the American Association of State Highway and 

Transportation Officials (AASHTO) lauds Congress’s historic response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. We very much appreciate your significant and timely support for aviation, passenger 

rail, and transit operating needs provided through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security (CARES) Act last month. Despite the uncertainty and rapidly-changing nature of this 

pandemic, state DOTs are working tirelessly to ensure the health and safety of their residents, 

employees, and the traveling public as they maintain their transportation systems. 

 

We now urge Congress to take two important steps related to surface transportation 

infrastructure in the next COVID-19 legislation— the “Phase 4” emergency relief and economic 

recovery package. First, we request an immediate $49.95 billion in flexible federal funding to 

offset what we estimate will average at least a 30 percent loss in state transportation revenues in 

the next 18 months. This federal backstop will help to ensure state DOTs can operate and 

maintain their systems without disruption and allow current transportation projects and plans to 

continue. Second, in order to boost years-long economic recovery that will be necessary once the 

national emergency subsides, Congress should look to pass a major transportation investment 

package in the form of surface transportation and water transportation reauthorization. 

 

These actions to shore up our nation’s highway, transit, passenger rail, and water transportation 

systems will send a bold signal to raise consumer and investor confidence and expectations for 

economic recovery, while strengthening our national transportation system for decades to come. 

 

Immediate Revenue Backstop for State DOTs  

 

Congress should provide $49.95 billion as an immediate revenue backstop to state DOTs in 

order to prevent major disruptions in their ability to operate and maintain their 

transportation systems during this national emergency. Compared to $111 billion in state 

transportation revenues in FY 2019, preliminary projections from state DOTs show at least a 30 

percent decline on average for the next 18 months. In addition, most recent data from INRIX 

shows that personal travel dropped between 38 and 44 percent nationally through the week 

ending March 27, 2020, and may worsen in the coming weeks. As such, AASHTO’s request of 

$49.95 billion in emergency funding distributed to state DOTs via formula is composed of $16.7 
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billion for the remainder of FY 2020 (estimated 30 percent state revenue cut prorated over six 

months) and $33.3 billion for all of FY 2021 (estimated 30 percent state revenue cut for a full 

year). This crucial federal backstop will prevent cancellations and delays of projects as well as 

potential job losses both in the State DOT workforce and the private sector. 

 

Treatment as state revenue. Given the urgent nature of states’ needs in the coming weeks and 

months, we request these backstop funds to be essentially treated as state revenues that would 

otherwise have been collected for a wide range of state DOT activities without the COVID-19 

pandemic.  This broad funding eligibility would recognize the fact that state transportation 

revenues are used for any and all transportation activities undertaken by state DOTs. 

 

Operations and maintenance support. State DOT operations and maintenance activities should be 

fully eligible for funds provided as the revenue backstop. This will enable states to help pay for 

unusually heavy expenses resulting from extraordinary conditions caused by COVID-19, ranging 

from meeting payroll for state DOT workforce to prevent furloughs or layoffs to improving 

remote-working systems to prevent IT system overload contributing to project delivery delays 

and increased costs. 

 

100 percent federal share. The estimated state revenue cuts threaten the ability to provide state 

and local match in the near term for the traditional Federal-aid Highway Program. In addition to 

supporting immediate capital, operations, and maintenance needs at state DOTs, this feature will 

also provide states the necessary fiscal space to meet existing debt obligations. 

 

Sensible reporting. Taking lessons learned from past recovery efforts, we request Congress to not 

include maintenance of effort requirements and to avoid overlapping reporting and oversight 

requirements from multiple entities. 

 

Obligation timeline. We request the backstop funds for both FY 2020 and FY 2021 to be 

available for obligation through September 30, 2021. 

 

Platform for National Economic Recovery and Growth 

 
Transportation investment is a proven platform for economic activity with long-lasting mobility 

and productivity benefits. Yet the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act which 

has provided five years of funding stability and certainty to state DOTs will expire in just six 

months. In the upcoming aftermath of the economic shock due to COVID-19, Congress must 

take bold and historic action to revitalize our nation’s economy and secure our long-term future 

by enacting a robust, long-term surface transportation package that invests in highway, highway 

safety, transit, and passenger rail programs in every state and community across America. In 

addition, Congress should look to once again reauthorize the Water Resources Development Act 

on time. 

 

According to the US Department of Transportation’s Conditions and Performance Report:23rd 

Edition, our nation’s total investment backlog in 2014—the latest year available—stood at $902 

billion, comprising a highway and bridge backlog of $786 billion and a transit backlog of $116 

billion. This cumulative backlog—resulting from decades of underinvestment—represents all 
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highway, bridge, and transit improvements that could be economically justified for immediate 

implementation.  

 

To address this backlog and stimulate the economy we request that you double the amount 

of federal surface transportation funding and reauthorize these programs for at least 

another six years. These actions will finally put us on the path to eliminate this longstanding 

investment backlog by the end of this decade while meeting arising asset condition and 

performance needs to support and sustain our multiyear economic recovery and growth.  

 

In providing these resources, we recommend that Congress utilizes contract authority for funding 

stability and certainty. In addition, we ask you to focus on maximizing formula-based dollars 

provided directly to states though the existing core formula programs and avoid incorporating 

untested new programs and discretionary grants that tend to add both uncertainty and additional 

costs to project sponsors. 

 

To assist in enacting the next surface transportation authorization, we are proud to share 

AASHTO’s recommended policies adopted by our Board of Directors last October for your 

consideration, including our Core Policy Principles: 

 

Ensure timely reauthorization of a long-term federal surface transportation bill. 

 Funding stability provided by federal transportation programs is absolutely crucial to meet 

states’ capital investment needs, which take multiple years to plan and construct. 

 A long-term transportation bill is needed in order to avoid an authorization gap upon FAST 

Act expiration in September 2020. Short-term program extensions cause unnecessary 

program disruptions and delays safety and mobility benefits to states and communities. 

 

Increase and prioritize formula-based federal funding provided to states. 

 The current federal highway program optimally balances national goals with state and local 

decision making. 

 Formula-based transportation funding reflects the successful federal-state partnership by 

ensuring the flexibility necessary for each state to best meet its unique investment needs. 

 Congress should increase the formula-based program’s share of the Federal-aid Highway 

Program from 92 percent currently in the FAST Act.  

 

Increase flexibility, reduce program burdens, and improve project delivery. 

 Increase programmatic and funding flexibility to plan, design, construct and operate the 

surface transportation system.  

 Reduce regulatory and programmatic burdens associated with federal programs that are not 

part of the project approval process. 

 Modernize Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and Endangered Species Act processes to 

improve transportation and environmental outcomes and reduce delays. 

 To streamline and improve project delivery, states should be provided with opportunities to 

assume more federal responsibilities and the associated accountability. 

 

 

 

https://policy.transportation.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/59/2019/10/2019-10-09-Official-AASHTO-Surface-Reauthorization-Package-FINAL_WL-v2-1.pdf


4 

Support and ensure state DOT’s ability to harness innovation and technology. 

 Innovative approaches and technologies should be embraced to achieve a safer and more 

resilient, efficient and secure surface transportation system.  

 State DOTs, as infrastructure owners and operators, need the 5.9 GHz spectrum for 

transportation safety and connected vehicle deployment purposes. 

 Preserve state and local government authority to regulate operational safety of autonomous 

vehicles. 

 Preserve state and local government authority to responsibly manage data collected from 

transportation technologies. 

 

In addition to strengthening and securing federal highway and transit programs, we urge 

Congress to improve our nation’s passenger rail and water transportation systems. 

 

Ensuring Investment in America’s State-supported Passenger Rail Network 

Twenty-one public agencies in 18 states across the United States are responsible for 29 passenger 

rail routes serviced by Amtrak. At least $55 billion has been identified by Amtrak for intercity 

passenger rail to support critical infrastructure, procurement of new passenger fleet, and to 

advance station development and ADA compliance of both the Northeast Corridor and National 

Network. Federal funding should be eligible for states or entities designated by a state and will 

dramatically improve passenger rail mobility and travel options in our nation for the long term. 

 

Continuing our National Commitment to Improve Water Transportation 

Water transportation is a vital element of the national multimodal transportation system and 

essential to the efficient movement of freight. AASHTO urges Congress to pass the next Water 

Resources Development Act (WRDA) this year which would authorize the critical U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers (USACE) port, waterway, flood protection, and other water infrastructure 

improvements across the country. In addition to this reauthorization, it is imperative to address 

the growing backlog of authorized, but unconstructed USACE projects. A timely reauthorization 

of WRDA and supplemental funds to address this backlog will dramatically improve and 

modernize our ports, harbors, and waterways for the future of our nation’s economic 

competiveness. 

 

Thank you again for your bold leadership during this unprecedented crisis and for your 

consideration of state DOTs’ request for the next COVID-19-related legislation. If you have any 

questions, please contact Joung Lee, AASHTO’s Director of Policy and Government Relations at 

202-624-5818 or jlee@aashto.org.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

  

 
Jim Tymon 

Executive Director, AASHTO 
 

 
Patrick K. McKenna  

President, AASHTO 

Director, Missouri DOT 
 

mailto:jlee@aashto.org
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cc: 

The Honorable Richard Shelby, Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy, Ranking Member, Senate Appropriations Committee 

The Honorable Susan Collins, Chair, Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 

Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 

The Honorable Jack Reed, Ranking Member, Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 

The Honorable Michael Crapo, Chair, Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee 

The Honorable Sherrod Brown, Ranking Member, Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

Committee 

The Honorable John Barrasso, Chair, Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper, Ranking Member, Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee 

The Honorable Roger Wicker, Chair, Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member, Senate Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation Committee 

The Honorable Chuck Grassley, Chair, Senate Committee on Finance 

The Honorable Ron Wyden, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Finance 

The Honorable Nita M. Lowey, Chair, House Appropriations Committee 

The Honorable Kay Granger, Ranking Member, House Appropriations Committee 

The Honorable David E. Price, Chair, House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, 

Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart, Ranking Member, House Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 

The Honorable Peter A. DeFazio, Chair, House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

The Honorable Sam Graves, Ranking Member, House Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee 

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton, Chair, House Transportation and Infrastructure 

Subcommittee on Highways and Transit 

The Honorable Rodney Davis, Ranking Member, House Transportation and Infrastructure 

Subcommittee on Highways and Transit 

The Honorable Richard Neal, Chair, House Ways and Means Committee 

The Honorable Kevin Brady, Ranking Member, House Ways and Means Committee 

 



 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Majority Leader, United States Senate 
U.S. Capitol Building, Room S-230 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Minority Leader, United States Senate 
U.S. Capitol Building, Room S-224 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House, United States House of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Minority Leader, United States House of Representatives 
U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20515  

Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Speaker Pelosi, and Minority Leader McCarthy:  

As governors, we prioritize the health and welfare of our citizens above all other considerations. In response 
to the crisis and to ensure the safety of our citizens, we closed non-essential businesses, limited large 
gatherings, and implemented stay-at-home orders. We did not make these decisions lightly. As a result, our 
national and local economies are in dire straits and have resulted in the most dramatic contraction of the U.S. 
economy since World War II. Many states are already reporting precipitous declines in revenues that fund 
state services in health care, education, public safety, transportation, and other vital programs. States and 
local governments need robust support from the federal government as we navigate the response to this 
pandemic and to help foster the economic recovery that is ahead.  

State Stabilization 
The federal-state partnership is the lynchpin to responding and recovering from the novel coronavirus (COVID-
19). Congress must appropriate an additional $500 billion, specifically for states and territories, in direct 
federal aid that allows for replacement of lost revenue. These continuing losses will force states and territories 
not only to make drastic cuts to the programs we depend on to provide economic security, educational 
opportunities, and public safety, but the national economic recovery will be dramatically hampered.  



While the three supplemental spending laws passed in March have provided relief to the states, none 
contained direct funding to offset drastic state revenue shortfalls. Unlike the federal government, states 
cannot borrow to fund continuing operations. We also ask that Congress retroactively amend the CARES Act to 
ensure flexibility to allow for lost revenue in Treasury Department funds necessary for state governments to 
function.  

FMAP 
COVID-19 is both a public health and economic emergency. As noted in our previous supplemental request 
letter, governors continue to seek a temporary increase in Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAP) 
from 6.2 percent to 12 percent, to help address the needs of Americans who have lost their jobs and 
employer-sponsored health insurance due to COVID-19. This increase should apply to states and territories 
that expanded Medicaid.  

The temporary 6.2 percent FMAP increase in the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (Pub. L. 116-127), is 
half of the average 12 percent FMAP increase states received from the 2009 Recovery Act. Governors request 
that the 12 percent FMAP be retroactive to Jan. 1, 2020, and remain until Sept. 30, 2021, regardless of 
unemployment conditions. After Sept. 30, 2021, the 12 percent FMAP increase should not be reduced until 
the national unemployment rate falls below 5 percent. Governors also request additional FMAP increases be 
determined based on the increase in a state’s unemployment rate.  

Additionally, governors continue to urge that the Medicaid Fiscal Accountability Rule be rescinded. We believe 
this rule will lead to unintended consequences that would negatively impact Medicaid beneficiaries across the 
country.  

PPE and Testing 
Governors call on the federal government to improve transparency and access to personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and medical supplies – such as test kits, ventilators, and related supplies. States and 
territories are still struggling with accessing the needed PPE and medical supplies, with no clear explanation as 
to how supplies are being distributed. We urge Congress to immediately create a federal centralized structure 
to ensure the transparency, accountability, and coordinated means of allocating PPE and critical medical 
supplies, including increasing the Strategic National Stockpile needs. In addition, we urge the creation of a 
“Manhattan Project” to speed the development and plan for distribution of a vaccine, once one is created. We 
must ensure that allocations are being based on health and scientific data to understand where the need is 
the greatest.  

Additionally, before governors consider relaxing social distancing measures to protect against reoccurrence of 
COVID-19 cases, states will need to significantly expand diagnostic and antibody testing capacity which 
includes an essential public health infrastructure to support contact tracing, surveillance, epidemiology, 
laboratory capacity, workforce, and community partnerships. Congress must provide flexible long-term and 
emergency supplemental funding to support states in establishing the infrastructure needed to successfully 
implement population-wide testing and follow-up, a critical component to economic recovery across the 
states.  

Unemployment Insurance 
A record 22 million Americans have applied for unemployment in the past three weeks. Governors are 
requesting the federal government to authorize grants and/or complete loan forgiveness to replenish 
depleted state unemployment trust funds; fund technological improvements and staffing capacity increases 
for state unemployment agencies; and provide grants for states to reimburse section 501(c)(3) organizations, 
government agencies and Indian tribes for the full amount they pay for unemployment benefits. States should 



be granted flexibility to retroactively apply grants to all unemployment benefit reimbursements made to these 
organizations since the beginning of the pandemic.  

Social Services 
As the crisis has devastated our state budgets and local economies, the impact on families experiencing 
poverty and food insecurity is great. Congress must include a temporary 15 percent increase to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) maximum allotment, relax work requirements and provide 
states with additional funding for administrative costs to better respond to the increased need. This will better 
equip Americans to feed their families during the crisis and in the economic recovery that will follow. 
 
Congress must also increase the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) funding for cash assistance 
and non-recurrent short-term benefits while relaxing work requirements and time limits as well as increasing 
funding for the Social Services Block Grant.  

Education for Students and Workforce 
The nation has found itself exposed by the COVID-19 pandemic through both the inequity and lack of tools 
available to students and workforce. Governors propose to address these disparities experienced by students 
by expanding funding and increasing the percentage of the Governors’ Emergency Education Relief Fund. 
These funds are used to address emerging learning gaps as well as the precipitous decline in student and state 
revenues that will result in less funding for childcare, K12 and higher education. Equally important is the need 
to assist the unemployed by preparing them to re-enter the workforce. Governors are requesting grants to 
fund workforce re-training, apprenticeships, employer services, and career and technical education.  

Small Businesses 
Governors are concerned about the financial health of small businesses and manufacturers – especially the 
smallest of companies and nonprofits – and are requesting that Congress continues to prioritize essential 
funding for the Paycheck Protection Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program at the Small 
Business Administration. These programs should grant broad eligibility and allow for extended timelines for 
the business community to meet the appropriate requirements for assistance.  

Cost Share 
Earlier this month, governors formally requested a 100 percent federal cost share for emergency work, 
including Direct Federal Assistance under the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), under the 
President’s Emergency Declaration and any subsequent Major Disaster Declaration. Without action from the 
Administration, states and localities will be forced to carry the fiscal burden of the 25 percent nonfederal cost 
share.  

As noted in our letter to the President, this crisis is unlike any other and warrants the full support of the 
federal government. We believe that where feasible, Congress should provide legislative relief from federal 
cost share requirements to include those under FEMA. Other examples include but are not limited to Election 
Assistance Commission grants and the Emergency Food Assistance Program. As done under past catastrophic 
disasters, decisive action through legislation will provide the certainty states need in this unprecedented 
situation.  

We also believe it is important to incorporate pandemics into the Stafford Act to ensure broad types of 
assistance are immediately available in order to effectively combat future outbreaks.  

National Guard 
We appreciate the Administration’s willingness to work with us to utilize Title 32 in response to COVID-19. 



However, the current piecemeal process, based off arbitrary requirements not linked to the mission reality, 
has been too slow, cumbersome, and bureaucratic, ultimately putting our guard members on the front lines at 
risk.  

For several years, governors have highlighted the lack of a defined authority and process for requesting and 
activating our National Guard to Title 32. The absence of such a process and authority has been extremely 
apparent in response to COVID-19.  

We ask that Congress modify Title 32 502(f) to provide a more effective and rapid activation of the National 
Guard that meets the response needs associated with catastrophic disasters, pandemics, and during times of 
national crisis. Additionally, we ask that Congress include increased funding for Title 32 operations via National 
Guard personnel and operations and maintenance accounts, as well as considering the use of hazardous duty 
incentive pay for all COVID-19 related missions.  

Infrastructure 
Flexible federal funding must be provided to fill immediate budgetary gaps caused by critical revenue losses 
for our essential utilities, highways, transit system, and other revenue generating public authorities. As the 
nation is entering into one of the most significant economic downturns of the last century at an 
unprecedented pace, an aggressive infrastructure plan is essential to both near-term supply chain needs and 
long-term economic stimulus. This should include large scale investments in our nation’s traditional 
infrastructure systems, including not only roads, bridges, transit, and aviation systems, but also substantial 
investment in our energy, water, broadband, and cybersecurity infrastructure. Infrastructure stabilization and 
investment will improve our long-term economic recovery and support recovery from a pandemic recession by 
putting people back to work.  

The nation’s governors recommend and respectfully request these actions from the federal government to 
protect public health and restore economic prosperity.  

Sincerely,  

Governor Larry Hogan 
Chair, National Governors Association 
 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
Vice Chair, National Governors Association 

 







Louisiana Contractors Hope for 

Infrastructure Stimulus 
Industry leaders and lawmakers in Louisiana are eyeing infrastructure projects as the remedy for 

its coronavirus-plagued economy. In addition to seeking ways to fast-track existing projects, 

they’re pinning their hopes on an unprecedented infusion of federal cash to tackle the state’s 

backlog of infrastructure work. 

Just a few days after signing the unprecedented $2 trillion federal stimulus plan on March 27, 

President Donald Trump called for another $2 trillion relief package, this time to fund 

infrastructure such as roads and bridges. The prospect of dedicating such a massive amount of 

money solely to infrastructure has sparked conversations among industry leaders eager for the state 

to address its unmet infrastructure needs, which long predate the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“When this thing finally breaks, what better way is there to get the economy back on its feet than 

to spend money on public works projects and infrastructure,” says Ken Naquin, CEO the Louisiana 

Associated General Contractors. 

One strategy Louisiana lawmakers are trying is to speed up already funded infrastructure projects. 

There’s been a push at the state level for Louisiana to move forward with its plan for spending 

$1.2 billion in federal grant money the state received in 2018 for flood mitigation. In February, the 

U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development approved Louisiana’s plans for the grant money. 

The state had been expecting the funding to become available this spring. 

And earlier this week, state Sen. Cameron Henry, R-Metairie, urged Louisiana’s congressional 

delegation to push for an emergency exclusion from permitting requirements from the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers to fast-track coastal restoration projects, including the $800 million Mid-

Breton Sediment Diversion project in Plaquemines Parish. The project was paid for by settlement 

money from the 2010 BP Deepwater Horizon explosion and oil spill. 

“The funding is already there. It’s the federal government holding up those projects,” Naquin says. 

“So we need a jump start to get these projects started.” 

What Naquin says the state’s infrastructure needs more than anything is federal money to fund 

highway, airport, port and other transportation projects. “It would take another stimulus bill, which 

is what they’re talking about in Congress,” he says. 

Robert S. Boh, president and CEO of Boh Bros. Construction in New Orleans, believes federal 

infrastructure funding would not only help revive the state economy after the coronavirus outbreak, 

but it could also be the answer to the the state’s longstanding infrastructure needs. Louisiana has a 

$14 billion backlog of road and bridge projects. 

“The funding of capital improvements has always been pushed to the back burner in many cases 

in favor of more pressing annual operating needs,” he says. 

Boh cites legislative efforts that have failed in recent years to raise the state’s gas tax, which has 

not seen an increase since 1989. 



“That’s the backdrop in this segment of construction,” Boh says. “So were there a federal bill to 

provide funding for projects that could bridge the gap between what we failed to do last year and 

what we hope to do in 2021, that would be tremendous.” 

One of the challenges the state faces is its lack of “shovel-ready” projects, meaning projects that 

are far enough along in the planning and permitting process that they could get started as soon as 

funding becomes available. “If there are projects that only need money, then absolutely that could 

put the industry to work to pick up the slack for private-sector opportunities that may take awhile 

to come back,” Boh says. 

Although much of Louisiana’s work force is under state orders to stay home to slow the spread of 

COVID-19, contractors are considered “essential” employees, and many of them are still on the 

job throughout the state. But industry members are reporting slowdowns because of private-sector 

interruptions, lags from material suppliers, and workers who don’t feel safe showing up to jobsites. 

“Luckily, our contractors are still working. They just need more work,” Naquin says. 

Boh says his company has had the opportunity to continue all of its jobs, both public and private, 

including the $100 million first phase of the $450 million renovation of the Mercedes-Benz 

Superdome. Boh Bros is also completing a $60 million shoulder addition for the Lake 

Pontchartrain Causeway Bridge, which is receiving $100 million in safety improvements.  

“We’re eagerly looking for the contents of whatever the next federal legislation might be, and how 

that might provide money to infrastructure work we have here in Louisiana,” Boh says. 

“Hopefully, that might come through in a way that our agencies can put that money to work and 

bid jobs they might not have been able to until now.” 

 
Link to article: https://www.enr.com/articles/49134-louisiana-contractors-hope-for-
infrastructure-stimulus 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.enr.com_articles_49134-2Dlouisiana-2Dcontractors-2Dhope-2Dfor-2Dinfrastructure-2Dstimulus&d=DwMGaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=SoCwq-Z6fg4FEEo1TSgYgFBbWagwgiQluC_PMNhmS4c&m=5yeZEAMDrMOBNbI8QPsOlREQSv7YBEXRWn1rOmqQmE0&s=A9VNC45F565STkcWd0x7tkeTvAL_NI5l1jL-Z-87r_k&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.enr.com_articles_49134-2Dlouisiana-2Dcontractors-2Dhope-2Dfor-2Dinfrastructure-2Dstimulus&d=DwMGaQ&c=xlPCXuHzMdaH2Flc1sgyicYpGQbQbU9KDEmgNF3_wI0&r=SoCwq-Z6fg4FEEo1TSgYgFBbWagwgiQluC_PMNhmS4c&m=5yeZEAMDrMOBNbI8QPsOlREQSv7YBEXRWn1rOmqQmE0&s=A9VNC45F565STkcWd0x7tkeTvAL_NI5l1jL-Z-87r_k&e=

